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E.O. 11652: 


TAGS: BBSR, BGEN, BA, TC 

SUBJECT:CHANGE IN EFEECTIVE PERIOD EOR WTDR'S 

REE: (A) STATE A-520 (B) KUWAIT 1468 (C) MANAMA 684 
(D) ABU DHABI 913 

1 . COMMERCE CANNOT AGREE TO REQUEST IN REE. B, C AND D 
FOR EXCEPTION TO THE CHANGE IN THE VALIDITY PERIOD EROM 18 
TO 12 MONTHS. CONCURRING WITH SUCH MODIFICATION PROPOSALS 
WOULD RESULT IN A DIMINUTION OE THIS VALUABLE SERVICE TO 
U.S. EXPORTERS AND INVITE COMPLAINTS AS TO MULTIPLE 
VALIDITY DATES FOR EXCEPTED COUNTRIES. 

2. A STATISTICAL STUDY OF THE WORLDWIDE WTDR REORDER RATE 
FOUND THAT OF THE WTDR'S THAT ARE REORDERED, TWO-THIRDS WERE 
REQUESTED WITHIN THE FIRST SIX MONTHS OF THE REPORT'S 
PREPARATION DATE. THE REORDER RATE DROPS OF SHARPLY 
BETWEEN 12 AND 18 MONTHS. BY REDUCING THE EFECTIVE PERIOD 
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OF A WTDR TO 12 MONTHS THE STATE/COMMERCE SERVICE TO THE 
U.S. BUSINESS COMMUNITY IS THUS IMPROVIDESD IMPROVED 
SIGNIFICANTLY. ANOTHERFINDINGOF THE STUDY WAS THAT A 
CHANGE IN THE CURRENCY PERIOD FROM 18 TO 12 MONTHS WOULD 
INCREASE WORKLOADS ON FOREIGN SERVICE POSTS VOLUME ONLY 
NEGLIGIBLY IN THAT AN AVERAGE POST WOULD BE REQUIRED TO 
PREPARE ONLY 3 MORE WTDR'S ANNUALLY-ASSUMING OTHER 
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VARIABLES, SUCH AS PRICE HELD CONSSSD CONSTANT. 

3. WHILE MANY ITEMS OE INEORMATION IN A WTDR MAY NOT 
CHANGE IN A 12 MONTH PERIOD, COMMERCE'S EXPERIENCE IS THAT 
ENOUGH ENUMERATED DATA CHANGES OCCUR TO JUSTIFY THE 
PREPARATION OP UPDATED REPORTS WHEN REQUESTED BY U.S. 
EXPORTERS. MANY FIRMS REQUEST CURRENT REPORTS ON 
ESTABLISHED TRADING PARTNERS TO OBTAIN AN OBJECTIVE AND 
TIMELY READING ON THE PIRM'S PROGRESS. ADDITIONALLY, 

EACH WTD REPORT SERVES AN IMPORTANT SECONDARY BENEPIT IN 
TERMS OF INPUT TO COMMERCE'S COMPUTERIZED POREIGN TRADERS 
INDEX WHICH IS UTILIZED TO SERVICE THE MANY REQUESTS USDOC 
RECEIVES FOR TRADE CONTACT LISTS. THE CREDIBILITY OF 
THESE SERVICES WILL BE DIMINISHED IP COMMERCE PROVIDES 
LISTS BASED ON INEORMATION WHICH IS CONSIDERED QUOTE STALE 
UNQUOTE THROUGHOUT THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY ACTIVELY ENGAGED 
IN FOREIGN TRADE WITH A BROAD BASE OP OVERSEAS MARKETS. VANCE 
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